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| vnto the $» 

8 Now. nocv 

T is thus written(right 
Honourable , righte 
Worſhipfull,and wel- 
beloued in our Saui- 
our Chriſt ) by the 
Prophet Zacharre, in 
the fift chapter of his 


propheſie: 


1, Then I turned me and lifred vp mine 
eyes and looked,and bchold a flieng booke, 

2. iAndhe ſaid vnto me,what ſeeſt thou? 
& 1 anſwered, I ſee a flieng booke,the length 
thereofts twentie cubits,and the bredth ther. * 
of 15 ten cubit's, 

3 Thenhe ſayd vnto me, this is the curſſe 
that goeth forth ouwer the whole earth , For &= 
wery ene that ftealeth ſhall be cut f on this 
fide and on that ſidezand enery one that ſwea- 
reth ſhall be cut off on this ſide and on that 
fide, 

4 1 will bring it foorth ſayth the Lord of 
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A Sermon preaches 
bifts,and it ſhall enter into the houſe ef the 
theefe, and into the houſe of him that falſlze 
ſweareth by my n1megand it ſhall remaine in 
the midjt of his houſe, and [hall conſume is 
with the timber thereof and flones t pereefe, 


When I firſt vnderſtonde thatT was 
called ynto this place, being not igno- 
rant that this great congregation confi. 
ſeth of diuers degrees, condirjons, and 
eſtates of men, I then beganto thinke 
with my ſelfe what matter I might beſt 
intreat of in your hearing at this time, 
and accordinglye my delire was ſo to 
frame& dire& my ſpeech , that T might 
bring ſomewhat fit and profitable for al 
here preſent this day, This I take it,is 
that += that right diuiding of the 
word, which S, Paulc commenderth to 
Timothic 1,2,15,foras the Prieſt in the 
Law was able to diſcerne what parte of 
the ſacrafiſe belonged vnto euery one, 
what part the Lord was to haue , what 


the people,and what to bee reſerued for ' 


the Prieſt: ſo the Miniſter of the goſpell 
as a faythfull diſpenſer and ſtewarde in 
the Lords houſe , ought to know, how 
to giue ynto cucry one his portion and 
| meat 
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meat in due ſeaſon , The wiſe man ſayth 
that the pretious ſtone turned euery 
way ſhineth, Prou.17,8. Much more the 
word of God,vpon what ſide ſocuer 1t 
is turned, that is applicd vnto all ſortes 
and callings of men, from thenſe dooth 
ifſlue and ſhine foorth a dircaion and 
light for cucry mans duetie . In this 
ſence by S.lames 1,23. it is compared 
to a looking glaſſe, wherein al men both 
high and low,noble and vnnoble,areto 
behold their faces. 1 haue therefore for 
the ſame purpoſe , made choyle as you 
ſee, of this preſent Text. Wherein the 
Prophet crieth out again{ two eſpecial 
ſinnes of Iraell, Theft & falſe Swearing $ 
ynder thzſe two comprehending many 
behides,By ſtealing,all wrongs and intu- 
ries committed againſt our bretheren, 
and ſo the offenſes and breaches of the 
ſecond Table : by falſe ſwearing, al falſe 
worihip of God and abuſing ot his holy 
name, here meeting alſo with many ſins 
againſt the firſt table, And thus I doubt 
not,burt in the opening of theſe words 
it ſhall appeare that there are fewe here 
preſentthis day,that ſhall not finde the 
holy ſpeech and admonition ofthe Pro- 
A 3 phet . 
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phet in ſome part to appertain and be. 
long vnto them. 

But before wee doe enter into the 
matter,we muſt note ſomewhat concer- | 
ning the wordes and phraſe of ſpeeche | 
here vſed by the Prophet : the whole is | 
very well tranſlated, as we read in our 
Engliſh tranſlation, ſauing that in the 
third verſe,I doe ſiad that there are di. | 
uers readings of thoſe words, They (hal ! 
be cut off on this ſide and on that: Hie- 
rome readeth,;d:icabituryhe ſhall be iud- 
ged or codemned, the Sepruagint tran- 
late thus , «:/za%oz Hce ſhall bee pu- 
niſhed : Arias Montanus, Succ/ws erity as 
we tranſlate, Shall be cur off : Tremelius 
ſomwhar diuers from the reſt, doth in- 
terprer thus, 2414 ſe 1nnocentem agit, They 
ſhall be cut off, becauſe they doe iuſtific 
or make themſclues innocent. And this 
diuerſitie riſeth of the diuers acceptions 
and takings of the Hebrueword Nachah 
which is here vſed, which ſignifieth to 
abſolue,ro euacuat,or bring to nothing: 
likewiſe the other wordes (on this fide 
and on that ) are diuerflye taken : Hie- 
rome ſayth, ſecundum ſcriptum volumimss, 


On this {ide aud that fide of the _ 
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and ſo readeth Arias Montanus the ſep- 
tuagint, vnderſtande it of the time, 
t« 7&1, £x hoc, from this time:Tremelliys 
fieut 11a, that is, ſaith hee, euen as the 
whole earth ſhall bee deſtroied, ſo ſhall 
they, The beſt and ſafeſt reading of all 
theſe.in my iudgementis,as in our own 
tranſlation, they ſhall be cut off on this 
{ide and on that ſide, that is on euerye 
hand, accordingto the writing of the 


booke, 
Let not nowe any captious papiſt or 


. any other cauilling ſpirited man, take 


heerevpon occaſion , to make excepti- 
on againſttour tranſlations,as diſagree» 
yng, and being contrary one to the 0» 
ther : for howeſocuer in wordesandin 


, termes they ſeeme to bee diuers, yetin 
matter and in ſenſe, the difference and 


ods is not great. | 

We ſee that the Euangeliſtes, in wri- 
ting the {tory of the Goſpell, do vie the 
ſame liberty, in other circumſtance of 
words to excrcile the ſame thinges : As 
Mat. 3, 11. reporteth 7hn the Baptiſts 
wordes to bee theſe, I am not worthye 
v'mNpgre Caruou tO beare his ſhoes after 
him,ſpeaking of Chriſt; ſar, ſaith,1 7 
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I am not worthie «9s oz}, ſtooping 
dawne to vnloſe thelatchet of his ſhoo : 
here we ſee there are diners words, bur 
one cheefe ſence, Anugruitineſayth vpon 
this place, Non eft mendacium , cum dicens 
qurſque aliquid alind,qued ettaullenondixr, 
de quo aliquid narrat, fi voluntatem tamen 
es hanc explicat, quam ettum ille, qui etus 
Verba commemorat.It is no yntruth, ſayth 
he,if a man vſe other words than he did 
of whom he writeth,if he keep the ſame 
purpoſe which he doth that reporteth 
the very.words. As, beit that 2rathew 
ſpake the very words of Tohn, Marke v- 
{th other,yet both he that ſayth I am 
not woorthie to bearc his ſhooes, and 
the other which hath, Iam not worthy 
to looſe his ſhoces, both doe expreſic 
the ſclfe ſame meaning, ſhewing here- 
by the great humilitie of 7h», howe 
much he abaſeth himſelfe in compari- 
ſon of Chriſt, Thus much concerning 
the tranſlation of the wordes. Now to 
the matter, 

The partes of this ſcripture are theſe 
two : the Viſton it ſelfe contayned in 
the two firſt yerſes : the interpretatis we 


| 
] 


at Paules Croſſe. 


theviſionin the two latter. 

In the viſion wee muſt ſpeake of the 
booke, which is deſcribed by twoe ad= 
iun&s, one of the qualitye, itis a {wifte 
orflieng booke, the other of the quan- 
tity, it 1s 20, cubites long, and 10. cu» 
bits broad, This booke is the decree of 
the iudgroents of God, which are both 
ſpeedy and ſwiſt,and general likewiſe & 
large, comprehending all the wicked of 
what ſtate ſocuer they be. In the inter- 
pretation, firſte the ſinnes or matter of 
Gods iudgementis {et downe : namelye 
thoſe twoe, ſtealing,and falſe ſwearing, 
conteining manye cthcr fins , as diuers 
waters iſſuing from one ſtreame, & ma« 
ny branches ſpringing from one roote. 
Secondly the 1udgement of god againſt 
their perſons, they ſhall be cut off, inthe 
23, verſe, and againſte their ſubſtance, it 
ſhall be conſumed ſticke and ſtone: with 
the manneralſo ofthe Lords iudgment, 
it ſhalenter ing,no ſecret corner into the 
which it ſhall not pierce:it ſhal alſo tarry 
there,they ſhall not be rid of the plague, 
when it hath once taken holde of them. 
This orderI will obſerue (God willing) 
za the handling of theſe wordes, : 
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But firſt of all, ſomewhat would bee 
touched concerning viſions, and appa- 
rition of aungels, for all this was ſhew- 
ed-to the Prophet by an Angell in a vi- 
fron. Firſt therefore, that angels were 
ſcene in times palt of the Patriarchs and 
Prophetes, cucn with the cies of theyr 
fleſh, no man can doubt, that is yea bur 
alittle exerciſed in the reading of the 
holy ſcriptures . But whither they ap- 
peared with very materiall and fleſhelye 
bodyes at ſome time (for alwaies it 1s 
certain they did not) itis a greater que- 
ſtion : and yet we may ſoone bee reſol- 
ued of this point : remembring howe 
that the angels did cate and drink with 
Abraham.Gen,18. their feete were wa- 
ſhed in Zots houſe. Genz19. Iacob wraſt- 
led with an angell. Gen, 32, 

Allthis could in no wiſe bee, if they 
had not had materiall, ſenfible , & pal- 
pable bodies, And of this indgement 
15 that great and learned father Anugu- 
tine , Quanquam non nat ex famimis, 
ſaith hee: though they were not borne 
of women : Deus famen ills corpoream 
creaturam ſubdidit , yet God gauethem 


power to allume the corporall gre 
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of bodies for atime. 

For this we ſhall read to haue beene 
the difference betweene the appearing 
of good and badde angelles: that they 
were indued with power from God to 
appeare ſometimes in humaine bodies; 
but the other that wee reade of, neuer 
were ſcene of men but in ſhewe onelye, 
and outward appearance; as Auguſtine 
thinketh that it was P-antaſma Samuelis 
a (hew onelye or phantaſie of Samuel, 
which was ſcene of Sazle, and not Sa- 
muaell himſelfe. 1. X:ges.28. For the 
Apoſtles were afraide when they ſawe 
Ciriſt walking vpon the waters , thin= 
king that they had icene a ſpirite, the 
word i$$=-w2u2, Mark,6, 49. And Luke, 
24, 37, they werelikewiſe afraid, as if 
they had (eene a ſpirit : the worde there 
vicd is 94s all one with the others 
and ourSauiour in that place doth com 
fort them viing this as an argument, a 
ſpirite ſaich he,hath not fleſh and bone, 
as you ſee me to haue : that is an euill 
ſpirit,ſuch as you imagine me tobe, & 
of the which you are atraid (for the A- 
poltles would not haue feared the pre- 
ſence of good angels,thogh they might 

be 
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our ſaviour) yſeth not to appeare with 
fleſh and bone , as I haue : for if Chriſte 
had meantal angels in ſo ſpeaking,then 
would it followe that they neuer appea- 
redi; humane bodies, which the ſcrip- 
ture {etteth downe to haue beene other- 
wile, And concerning the very moment 
and inſtant of their appearing , itis no 
matter, whether the fleth be appropriate 
to their nature, as it was onely in chriſt, 
or aſſumed onelye for the preſent , as in 
the Angels; 

Now for viſions, we read in the ſcrip= 
ture that they were of three ſorts, accor- 
ding to the three faculties of the ſoule : 
for there is the outwarde and externall 
ſenſc,the inward & internall, called the 
phantaſic, and the intelleQuall and vn- 
derſtanding part, which properly we cal 
the minde: ſo according to this diſtinc- 
tion , ſome viſions were ſhewed to the 
outward {cnſe, as when the yoong man 
with the prophet, hauing his cies opened 
ſaw all about vpon the mountains fierie 
chariots and norſſe.2 kin,6.ſome are ſeen 
with the inward and interial ſenſc,as the 
viſions of the ſeuen fat and leane kine 
and the cares of corne, which appeared 

ro 
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to Pharao in his dreame : ſomeare alto- 
gither ſpirituall in the mind, & they are 
of two {orts, cither by the abſtraing & 
rauiſhing of thz minde, as in an ex[tacie 
or trance: ſuch was that of Peter. 4#.10 
and Paules,2.Cor.12, or by the ſecret in» 
ſKin& & inſpiration of the ſpirit, as 2.4:n, 
20,1. The word of God came to Iſaithe 
prophet, being gone. out from ZeFekza, 
before he was come to the middle court 
There was no ſound or voice herd from 
heauen, bur the word of God was ſecret 
ly infuſedinto him, This viſion, which 
the prophet ſaw in this place, ſeemeth to 
hane been altogither ſpiritual,as Srephes 
waS..A#.7, 55. Who beingin the coun« 
ſell houſe, AF.6, 1 5, ſaw the keauens 0+ 
pen, and Ieſus ſitting at the right hande 
of God, which fight he beheld not with 
his bodily cies, being in the houſe, and 
therefore it muſt be vnderſtoode of his 
ſpirituall fight. Before wee leauec this 
place,let vs make ſomeyſe of this which 
hath bin ſaid. Welearne,that howſoe- 
uer the prophets in times palt were in- 
' ſtructed by viſions, yet nowe we are not 
to looke for ſuch extraordinary reuella- 
tions , hauing a moſte perfe& rule ” 
rac 
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the word, vnto the which we ought to 
flie and appeale in all doubts and con- 
trouerſies whatſocuer, Wherefore away 
with all other Anabaptiſticall dreames 
and reuclations , and all popiſh traditi- 
ons,which both doe derogate and de- 
trat much from the integritie and per- 
fecion of the ſcriptures. It is the Priui- 
lege that leſus Chriſt our heauenly Do- 
Ror hath, beyond al other prophetsand 
teachers, that vnto them God ſpake di- 
uerſly,andatſundry times, not one of 
them being able to deliver a perteR and 
abſolute fourme of docrine, but nowe 
in theſe laſt times he hath ſpoken vnto 
v3 by his ſonne, not manye times, but 
once tor all,not diuerſly , but after one 
and the ielfe ſame manner,by him deli- 
uering an abſolute and intier patterne 
and fourme of doctrine, which ſhoulde 
remaine without any addition,alterati- 
on or changeto the end of the worlde. 
Indeed the word ſpoken by Moſes was 
ſo perfe&,thar if a man regarded it not, 
neither would he hcare a man ſpeaking 


ab inferis, from the deade, Luke, 16.31. 


But the Goſpell is lefte ynto vs in ſuch 
perfection 
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perfe&ion,that an angell from heanen, 
« ſuperts,{peaking againſt it,is not to bee 
heard,Now we {ce asin a glaſſe with 0- 
pen face,2,Corint. 3. 18, Heetherefore 
that would leaue the worde and cleaue 
to yncertaine revelations, 1s as one that 
not contented to ſee his face in a ſteele 
glaſſe,would behold it inthe inconſtant 
waters,whereof the wiſe man ſpeaketh, 
Prou, 27, 19. Oras one that forſaketh 
the fountaine of lining waters,and dig- 
geth the broken pits of humane inuen- 
tion,which can hold no water, lerem, 2, 
I 3 Moſes receiued of God this eſpeciall 
grace and fanour,that whereas the Lord 
ſpake to other prophets by viſion and 
dreame,he would be knowne to Moſes 
face to face, mouth to mouth, Numb, 1 2 
7,8.He then that refuſeth the word and 
runneth to ynknowne traditions, and 
yncertaine and deceiueable doarines, 
might as well ſ4y,I will not haue God to 
ſpeake tome mouth to mouth , for ſo 
doth he in his word, but IT deſire to bee 
taught by viſions and dreames . Let ys 
heare,what our ſauiour ſayth, ſcrutamins 
ſcripturas,ſcarch the ſcriptures Ioh.s, 3 9 
| | An 


AndS. Paule faith, they are able to make 
the man of God perfe& to eucrye good 
worke. 2,7im9,3, 17. It chen the worde 
of God doo bring perfection with it, 
what neede we any other helpes or fur- 
therances, perfection being by the word 
already attained, 

It followeth nowe, that we ſpeake of 
the booke, and the deſcription thereof, 
which commeth to be conſidered inthe 
firſt part, We do read of three ſundrye 
bookes beſides the written word, which 
the Lord in the ſcriptures, is ſaide for to 
haue. The firſt is,the booke of his ſecrets 
as that which was ſhewed to ZJechrel.2, 
10. and that which Iohn ſaw, Zewel.5,1 
None was found worthy toopen it, but 
the lambe, 

The ſeconde is the Lordes regiſter 
booke, or his booke of recorde and 
remembrances, wherin al things doone 
in the worlde either good or cuill«, 
are as it were regiſtred,Malachy,3,16. A 
copy or counterpane of this booke,cue- 
rie man hath in his conſcience, which is 
called the booke of our conſcience , 
Kenelations, 20,12, The thirdeis called 
the booke of life, which is nothing elle, 

but 
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but the lords ſtedfaſt decree concerning 
thoſe that ſhall be ſaued, Kevel.20, 12, 
and another booke was opened, &c, 
This booke which the propher heere 
ſaw, is as the firſte, the decree of Gods 
iudgements, which he had determined 
to bring vpon the wicked. 

This booke firſt is a ſwifte booke, 
which betokeneth the ſwiftneſſe & ſpee 
dineſſe of the iudgementes of God. 
For howſocuer vnto the wicked, if the 
Lord ſpare them but a little to prouoke 
them to repentance, his iudgmentes 
ſeame to be {low,yet ſhall they comein 
the end, and ſuddainly , when they are 
valooked for. The Lord is not ſlack,as 
ſome men count flacknes, ſaith $.Perer, 
for a thouſand yeeres with the Lord are 
but as one day, and one day as athou- 
ſand yeeres.2. Pet.3,8.Whar and if the 
wicked eſca;;e vnpuniſhed , euen yntill 
his old age, vet when Gods iudgmentes 
ouertake him at the length, then hec is 
conſtrained to cry out and confes, that 
the iudgmentrs of God are {wift indeed 
and too ſoone brought vpon him, The 
Lord ſpared the old world a thouſande 
ſix hundred yeeres and more, yet when 

by the 
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the floud came, no doubt the wicked, 
which periſhed in the waters , thought 
their deſtruRionto bee too ſudden. So 
was the finall ouerthrow of 4maieck de- 
ferred 400.yeares from Moſes time, vn- 
till Sanle,yet who wil not ſay, that they 
ſoone were brought to ytter ruine, 
Therefore is the deſtrucion of the 
wicked likened tothe putting out of a 
candle, which wirh one little blaſte or 
pufte of wind is ſoone extinguiſhed and 
pur our.Iob.18,5.like the houſe of a ſpi- 
der, which 1s ſoone diffolued. 1Tob,3,14. 
They are ſet as in {lippery places, ſoone 
ouerturned and caſt downe. 7/al.73,18. 


Yea they are as adream, then the which 


nothing 1s more yaine. P/a/.73,20. But 
ſome man will ſay,as Augulline ſpeketh 
in their perſon. Zgo tam ſenur,multes caſtes 
 dnuenes ente me ſepelint, multorum caftorum 
fenera ad ſepulchrum deduxi, Tam now a- 
ged, may theolce adultererſaye, I hauc 
buried many chaſt yong men, and fol/o- 
wed them to the graue : O ſaith he, wri- 
ting vppon thoſe wordes of the Pſalme, 
Perdet Deus eorum memoriam de terre, god 
ſhall caſt out their memorye from the 
earth, Eff ali terra faith he in qua non eri8 
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inpudicus , eft alia terra in regno celorum, 
There is another cofitry, into the which 
no vncleane perſon ſhall enter , another 
land in the kingdom of heauen. Wheres 
fore boaſt not, O thou ſecureſinner, 
whoſocuer thou art,that thou haſt con- 
tinued many yeares,and neuer taſted of 
the cuppe of Gods wrath. What if thou 
paſſeſt all thy time in pleaſurefyet know 
thar Gods judgements may meete with 
thee in another worlde. Remember the 
example ofthe rich glutton inthe Gol- 
pell, wholined on earth in all outwarde 
happines,when his life was ended, with 
all his vaine ioy, and his ſorrows began, 
thinke you nor, that cuen then, the time 
paſt ſemed as nothing,no notas one day 
or one houre to him, or that he thoughe 
not in himſclfe that the indgementes of 
God wereſwift,yca (wifter then atiy Ea- 
gle. Therefore let no {inner flatter him 
ſelfe in his yngodlineſle, or thinke bee 
cauſe the iudgementes of God are de- 
ferred,thart eyther he regardeth not as 
the wicked and fGanfull doe imagine, or 
elſe that the yngodly ſhall eſcape ynpus 

niſhed, | 
It is alſoa large booke, to, cubitesin 
h [ A bredth, 
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bredth,and in length 20. cubits: wher- 
by is ſignified, that none, of what place 
& calling ſocuer, that are or can be ex- 
empted from Gods judgements , . Nei. 
ther the rich ſhall eſcape. bicauſe of his 
riches,nor the wiſe man by his wiſdom: 
yea rather than any of the yngodly ſhal 
beleft out of this booke, it is written 
both within. and withour, 1/ach.2,1 0, 
Tropheh ſaith the prophet is prepared 
euen for the king; 1/ai,30,33. ſaye vnto 
the king and the queene, humble your 
ſelues in ſackcloth, er.13, 18. Where- 
fore fitlye are the indgements of God 
compared toa raſour, that ſhall ſhaue 
not only the heare of the feet, bur of the 
head and the beard alſo. //az.7,20, they 
are asaraging floud, that commeth vp 
not to the loines only and the middle, 
burteuen to the chin and the neck. Iſai, 
8,8. And although other fiſhers doo 
ſpred their net for the ſmaller fiſh, they 
cannot take the Leuiathan of the ſea, 
the Whale or the whirlepoole with an 
hooke,or pierce his iawes with an an- 
gle, as the Lord ſaith to 1ob.40,2 1. Yet 


the Lorde will come againſt the great 


Dragon and Crocodile of the ho 
: wil 
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will take him with an hooke, and cauſe 
the fiſh ro cleaue to his ſcales. 1/ai.29,4. 
By this then we do learne,that there are 
no ſuch mighty potentates or powers 
ypon the earth, whomethe Lord is not 
able to ouerthrow and to tread as mire 
of the ſttear ynder his feet, if they rebel 
againſt him, And therefore the church 
and people of God , neede neither to 
 feare Pope nor Spaniard , no if allthe 
kinges of the carth, were leagued togi- 
ther againſt them, though they ſtande 
vppe asa huge mountaine againſte our, 
Zorobabell, yer (hall they be made a plain 
as the prophet ſaith. Jach. 4,7. bt 

- Againe, ſeeing the indgementes of 
God are reuecaled againlte all ynrighte- 
ouſneſſe, in whomſocuerit is founde : 
Let not riche menne, honourable and 
noble perſonages thinke muche to 
haue their faultes touched by the word 
of God, nor ſtorme in their heartes, or 
whet their toongs againſt the miniſters ' 
of Gods word, which are but the lords 
mouth to his people 4 Why 2 Wee doo 
but vnfold the booke, the writing is the 
Lordes, Nunquid ego (eripſs (ſaith Au- 
gultine ) Nnnquid primum ex ore meuns 
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exit :that is,did we write it, or came it 
firſt out of our mouthes, Wee doo but 
holde out the looking glaſſe, ir is the 
Blas that deſcrieth the blemiſhes cf your 
ace. 

We are the Lords trumpetters :ifrhe 
frumpet giue an yncertaine ſound, who 
would prepare himſelteto the batrayle, 
1,Cor,14,8, if thetrumpet ſhould geve 
a falſe alarum, and ſounde the retraite 
when the enimyes are at hand, (ould he 
not betray the campe: ſo if the miniſters 
of God ſhoulde flatter the people in 
their ſinnes, and crie peace, peace vnto 
them, when the ſword of God is drawn 
out againſt them, were it not the ready 
way todeſtroy them. 

VVeare your phyſitians, Zl:go aſpers 
fed [alubria medicamenta, ſaith Auguſtine, 
I ſometime make choice of ſharpe, yet 
holdſome medicines. And againe , yee 
right Honourable and worſhipfull maie 
finde flatterers inough abroad. VVhere 
ſhould you looke for ſounde and faith- 
full connſaile, if not in this place and at 
our hands. V Vherefore,let not men be 
offended at vs when we rebuke them for 
their ſinnes, we are in ſtead of _— 
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and faithfull Counſellers vnto them] 
VVe haue alſo a charge from GOD ro 
ſpeake. O, ſaith one, Conſiderer perrcu- 
lum meum, he that is diſpleaſed with me, 
ler him conſider my danger : For, ſaith 
not God to Icremye, thathe would de- 
ſtroy him before their face,if he held his 
peace, /ere.1,17, Augultine ſaith verye 
well : G:1d tu ſuccenſes mortals? ſub 1ſſto= 
ne Chriſti mare audit, &* tu ſurdenses # O 
worme ofearth,why doſt thou ſtorme? 
The ſea obeied the voice of Chriſt, and 
dooſt thou (top thine cares. Mare audit, 
ventus ceſſat,& tu ſufflas f The ſea waxed 
calme, the wind was (till, and thou be» 
ginneltto bluſter and ſwell, 
Chriſoltome pretrilie quippeth and 
checketh ſuch proude men, that coulde 
not abide to be reproued, guid t1b1 tan- 
tum arrogas homo f quia ſublims curra vehe= 
ris * O fooliſh man , whye dooeſt thou 
thinke ſo well of thy ſelfe, becauſe thou 
rideſtand art carried in a Coach, Quale 
eſt iftud f nam ligna & lapides fic geftantur. 
A goodly matter, wee ſee {tones and 
logges cuen ſoto bedrawne along, and 
carted in the ſtreates. 
B 4 But 
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But if ſo be that men are ſodainty ea- 
red , that they will not heare a ſharpe 
word,let them foHow Auguſtines coun 
ſell : Emendate Vitam, ego emendabo nerba, 
Mend yov your waies, I will mende my 
words, Ceſſate peruerſe ag:re evo quieſcam 
mala impreporare : leaue ye offto do cul, 
I willceaſe to threaten and ſpeake euill 
againſt you ;: And to be {hort, Gu: male 
audire nulit, ne male faciat, heethat will 
not heareeuill, let him not do euill. 

Thus much concerning the viſion 1t 
{c]fe, now we come to the meaning and 
interpretation thereof. And firſt of the 
ſins, which the prophet heere denoun- 
ceth againſte , then of the iudgement. 
The {innes are two,theft,and falle {wea- 
ring. 

By theft is not only vnderſtood that 
kind, which the law calleth and adiud- 
geth to be thefte , when by violence or 
privie pilfering,one ſpoileth another of 
that he hath , but likewiſe when anye 
wrong is offered and doon to our ney- 
bour,by craft or ſubtlety, by oppreſſion 
or yſurie,by wrong indgment or extor- 
tion,or howſocuer elſe,the ſpirit of god 
doth not ſpare cuen to call it theft,& to 

account 
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account of ſuch as of thoſe that doe rob 
and ſteale from their brethren, 

Firlt,concerning open and plain theft, 
much I will not fay,not becauſe I think 
thereare few that offend this way (for I 
am afrayd this ſinne doth too too niuch 
abound both in citie and countrie)but 
thus I rake it,that ſceing there 1s {traight 
prouifion made by the Lawes of this 
land for the ſinne of thefr, which accor- 
dingly are executed, if theſe poore mi. 
ſerable wretches will not be warned to 
take heede by thoſe dayly examples of 
theenesand robbers which are bronght 
foorth before their cies ro execution, I 
muſt not looke that they ſhoulde bee 
much mooued by my ſpeech, yet 1 will 
not altogether hold my peace, if per- 
haps it maye pleaſe God euen nowe to 
touch their barts, 

Thar theft and priuie pilfering is too 
commonly pra&iſed, who ſeeth it not ? 
No rare thing now a-daies for ſeruants 
to purloine from their maiſters, ' chil- 
dren from their parents,one neighbour 
fro another.1 find that there are 2 eſpe- 
cial cauſes of this miſchiefe :two things 
that make ſo many theeues : _ 

allc 
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and neceſsitie and want. The idle per- 
ſon thar hath not beene brought vp vu- 
to laboure, hee ſayth, as it is Prouerb. 
9,ver.17. Hidden waters are pleaſaunt, 
and ſtollen breade is ſweete , It is a 
goodlye matter hee thinketh to liue of 
other mens ſweat , when withour anye 
great labour or travayle,he can tel] how 
to ſatiſte himſelfe and mayntaine his 
familic. 

| But whoſocuer thus boaſteth in him- 
ſelfe,let him conſider the end, and heare 
the counſayle of the wiſe man in the 
ſame place, in the next verſe, hee re- 
membreth not that hee is in/the way to 
Hell and Deſtru&ion for firſte the 
ſhame of the worlde followeth , They 
are aſhamed ( faycth the Prophet ) as 
when a Theeie is raken, Ierem. 2, 26, 
But if they care not for the ſhame of 
men, let that fearcfull ſayeng of ſaint 
Paule mooue them ; That theeues and 
couctous perſons ſhall not inherite the 
kingdome of heauen, 1,Cor.6, 9. 

See then , they doe not onelye ha- 
zarde their bodilye life - but they doe 
alſo incurre the cternall _—g of 

elf 
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their ſoule, What fooliſhe , naye what 
madde men then are theſe , thatfor a 
morſlell of bread,for a matter of {mall 
value, will thus deſperatelye caſt away 
their bodies and liues, yea their ſoules 
too, without the great mercye of God. 
Bur(fir)wil ſome ſay, What ſhould 1 do? 
ſhall I ſuffer my ſelfe and my familie 
to ſtarue, and ſo periſhe ? Here nowe 1s 
the other cauſe , that driueth men ro 
ſteale , their exrreame wante and pe- 
nurye , So ſayeth the Wiſe man, A 
man deſpiſeth not a Theefe that ſtea» 
lerh to ſatiſne his ſoule, for hee 1s hun- 
gric,Prou.6,30. In which wordeshee 
excuſeth not the lewdneſle of thoſe that 
ſarisfie their hunger by ſtealth : bur 
ſecretlye hee reprooucth the hardnefſle 
and ynmercifulneſſe of riche couetous 
men,by whoſe meanes the number of 
theeues1s increaſed, for if they woulde 
ſtrereche foorth their hande to helpe 
and relecue thoſe that are in neede,T 
am verelie perſuaded wee ſhould hane 
fewer Beggers , and not {> manye 
Thecues. And truclye it were greatlye 
to be wiſhed , thar as the law is ſharpe 

| againſt 
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againſt theenes, ſo it might take hold of 
theefemakers : that is, that ſome order 
were diuiſed,to reſtraine the greedines 
and couctouſneſle of ſome,wherby ma- 
ny are conſtrayned to viſe vnlawfull 
meanes.But now to thy demaund who 
ſayſt,Itis better to ſteale than to ſtarue : 
What,is there no meane between? muſt 
thou needs doe the one or the other 
S.Paule ſheweth a ſafer and better waye 
to prouide for thy ſelfe : Ler him that 
ſtole,ſteale no more, but let him rather 
labour and worke with his handes the 
thing thatis good, that he may haue to 
giue to him that needeth, Epheſ, 4, 28. 
Lo here 1s a waye ſhewed thee whereby 
thou mayſt not onely in ſome compe- 
tent manner maintayne thine owne e- 
ſtate,but cuen be helpfull vnto others, 
Labour diligently in thy vocation, fol- 
low thy calling painfully, bee the worlde 
neuer ſo hard, rich men neuer ſo coue- 
tous,yet God ſhall ſo bleſle thy trauell, 
that thou both {}alt haue ſufficient and 
not be without a pennic in thy purſe, to 
give to the needie, 
To cloſe vp this point. Wee read that 
in king Alureds daies , a Saxon king 
ſometime 
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ſometime in this land, that this nation 

was {o cleared and void of theft, that of 
purpoſe there were golden bruches nai- 

led vp in the croſle wages vppon poſtes, 

and there was'none to take them away. 

At that time a man might haue gone 

loaden with treaſure, from one ſide of 
the land to the other, and no.man wold 
haue asked him anye queſtion, If then 
in former ages there were ſuch ſimpli- 
citie, and true dealing in all ſortes of 
men, wheas yet religion was as it were 
butin the infancie, a ſhame it ſhal be for 

vs in theſe daies of knowledge,to come 

ſo farre behind them in the praQtize of 
an honeſt life. 

In the next place now, we haue to 
deale with craftye and deceitfull men, 
whoe- by their ſubrle and ſcandulent 
fleighrs in bargaining , do much abuſe 
their ſimple brethren that come ynto 
them. This is atrade well knowne to 
many merchantes in this Cittie, whoe 
what with bad and naughty wares what 
with exceſſiue and vnreaſonable priles, 
doo cuen no better, then ſteale from 
their brethren. 

Such men the prophet compareth 
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to Fowlers, Zh. 5,1.for he that flatte« 
reth with h1s lippes, ſpreadeth a net for 
his neighbour,Prou. 29,5, When a ſim- 
ple man walketh in the ſtreets and hea- 
reth how merchants call in their chap- 
men,and offer them good peniworths, 
now may hee thinke with himſelfe is a 
net layd for me, let me take heed as well 
asI canne , Euen as a Cage is full of 
Birdes, ſo their houſe is full of deceit, 
Heremie 5,27. So is aplaine man in the 
jhandes of deceitfull and craftye coſo- 
ners, asa Byrde which is a priſoner in 
a cage . Let there not bee a roote of 
bitternefle or Wormewoode amongſt 
you, ſayth roſes, Deutr, 29, 18. Theſe 
flattering deceirfull men are very well 
compared vnto Wormewoode : for as 
Wormewood a far off hath colour and 
ſavour good enough,but come once to 
rub it in your hande and taſte of it,and 
then the bitterneſſe bewraieth it ſelfe : 
even ſo theſe men at the firſte dooth 
ſhew a friendly countenance, and make 
faire promifes,and giue goodly words, 
but begin to graple & chafe with them 
you ſhall find their dooings as bitter as 
gall, But wil ſome ſay as Au#tin _ 
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the queſtion, ſiinnocentiarn retinuers, palts 
per ero, If I vſe playne dealing 1 (hall bes 

bur a beggar: O ſayth hee, Paruene at- 

nine mnecentia? What, is it ſo ſmall a 

thing to bee innocent 2 to bee without 

guile is great riches. Further he ſaith: ye 

enugeres aurum,fides dimimuta eft, arredrs lu- 

thra,damna non covitas, to increaſe thy 

coyne,thy fayth and honeſtie is decrea- 

ſed,thou thinkeſt on thy gayne, bur re- 
membreſt not thy life : Abundat neſcro 

quid emplius in arca tuayſed non vides, quid 
mminutumn i: im corde: Thou halt a little 

more 1 know not whatin thy cheſt, bur 

thou ſeeit nothow much thou haſt leſſe 
in thy hart, for thou hadſt ſome Fayth 
and ſhewe of honeſtie before, but nowe 
iris gone, And true it is, thatfor alittle 
monie they haue let goe that which for 
no monye canne be had agayne . They 
haue filled their cheſt with gayne , but 
their hart is emptie, and euen as their 
coyne ruſteth, ſo is there a worme and 

canker in their conſcience, which when 
It ſhall begin to gnaw and prickethem, 
then will they wiſh that neuer had they 
vicd deceite, and that with the loſſe of 
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thouſands they might redeem the peace 
. of conſcience, which before they let go 
forleſle, 

: Next vnto theſe men which do vſe 
fraudulent and deceitfull craftes, they 
.areto be reckoned and adioined, which 

by any kind of oppreſlion and hard dea 
ling, doo wring and gricue the people. 
Such as are all vſurers, which by harde 
loanes of money and cruell conditions 
doo bring their poore neighbours to a 


morſell of bread : As alſo thoſe, which” 


by extreame couenants and bargaines, 
do ſcize vpon houſe anc land,yea & bo 
:dics to, of thoſe which fall into theyr 
: hands, and are in daunger vnto them. 
Thinke yee not that they woulde have 
their lines to if they might bee ſuffred : 
for ſothe prophet ſaith, They do gape 
ouer the head or the life of the poore, 
SEM05,2,7 . 

And ſuch are the waies (ſaiththe wiſe 
man) of euery one that is greedye of 
gaine,he would take away the life of the 
owners thereof. Prou. 1,19. This I ſaye 
not, to excuſe the bad and lewde dea- 
lings of ſuch, as hauing vntariftilye wa- 


ſed other mens goods, or craftily ga- 
thered 
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thered them into their hands, doo ſeeke 
howe by all meanes, they may defeate 
their creditors of their owne: but to this 
end I ſpeake it, that there may be ſome 
difference made of men, all being not of 
the like lewd diſpoſition, and that there 
might be ſome moderation and lenitie 
vſcd, that in our common affaires Chri- 
ſtians maye bze knowne and diſcerned 
from Papiſts, Turks, or Infidels. 

You know thatthe ſinne of oppreſſi- 
on, is one of thoſe three great ſins, that 
doe cry vnto God for vengeance . The 
firſt is murther, and ſhedding of inno- 
cent bloud : ſoitis written, that Abels 
bloud cried out of the earth. Gen.4,10, 
The ſecond is the finne of adultery and 
yncleanneſſe,as the cry of Sodom went vp 
to heauen.Gen.18,20, Thethird,is this 
greeuous ſinne of oppreſſion, ſo the If- 
raclites cry being oppreſſed vnderPha- 
rao, came yp into the preſence of God, 
Exod.2,27, 

The Prophet Eſayedooth no betterli- 
ken ſuch, then to the milſtones, which 
do grinde and weare the corne : ſo cru- 
ell oppreſſors doo grinde the face of 
the poore. 7/44.3,1 - Nay they are like 
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eo cruell wolues, that doecatthe fleſhe , 
flea of the skin, breake the bones, & chop 
them as {mal} as fleſhe to the caldron, 
Micah,z,z, Chrifoitome thus ſpeaketh 
of ſuch , wondring & cricng out againſt 
them. Quid (faith he) H1TatIonabit. HS th- 
wentre poteſt , qua vt fneagro, p'unia aratro 
ſemmare contendas, What an vnreaſona- 
ble thing 1s it ſaith he , ſpeaking againſt 
vſ{urers,that they ſhould ſow their iced, 
hauing neither field to ſow in,nor raine, 
nor plough. 

And indeed ſo its: for the yſurer ſit- 
ting at homc in his ſurd gowne, hauing 
neither plough nor horſe at worke, yer 
ſeeth his harueſt more plentifully come 
in, and brought home ynto him, then 
the poore husbandman that toileth in 
the carth,is worne witn labour, and wet 
with the dew of heauen. Auguſtine thus 
ſaith of the couctous men : Ip/« bel/ue 
modum habent, raptunt quand eſuriunt cum 

ſatiantur prede parmnt ; The verye brute 
beaſtes keepe a meane, for they rauen 
onely, when they are hungry, they give 
ouer the chaſe when they are full : one- 
ly couctouſnes is neuer ſatished. 

But goe to now thou couctous man, 


Hear- 
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Hearken you Vſurers, I ſee your malady 
I feele your humovr. It is a hard matter 
altogirhgr to reclaime you from oulde 
practiſes, and ro winne you wholelie to 
lay downe your trade, 

Well, you ſhall playe the vſurers ſtill, 
and put foorth your money to aduan- 
tage, but I praye you liſten howe : $7 ves 
fenerare fencra deo, ſaith Chriſoltome, 
Vſuram tuam nonaurum, ſed celum eſſe vo» 
4. 1f thou wilt needes put foorth thy 
money to vſuris, let God take itto lone, 
I would haue thee playe the vſurer for 
ſomewhat, not to purchaſe golde, but 
Heauen by thy vſurie, 

Iam ſure,if I ſhould come vnto a great 
monied man and fay vnto him : Sir you 
are my friend, I know you haue money, 
and you make not the beſt of it, youler 
it out for ten(or ſay twenty) in the hun= 
dred, bur 1can'tecl you who wil giue you 
an hundred, nay a thoaſande increaſe : 
woulde he not think you, gine eare vnto 
me. Why then do you not regardethat 
which isſaid yntoyou now, Lende vnto 
God you ſhal not receiue gold torfiluer, 
and intereſt of hundreds, tor your prins 
cipall, but heauea for earth, cuerlaſting 

C 3 lits 


- 
- —_—  ” ww © a mit, — op  —w_ 
_ 


. — Bo 


_ a —_— 
Gn_ b_ omen rn = 
— _ 
* 


— -_—— 3 ——— — 


—— 
—  —uwtu 


= - = 
| ————t—— 


— 
—_— 


-.zS5 


Termon preacher 


life for your temporal goods,for ſo the 
ſcripture ſaith; Pro. 19,17. He that bath 
mercy on the poore, lendeth ynto G8d, 
and the Lord will recompence him that 
which hee hath giuen, not rendering a 
reward asa debt or due by deſart, but 
crowning his faithfull deedes in mercye 
and according to his bountifulſpromiſe 
Now therefore you rich men, ſceyng 
you know how to make the beſt returne 
of your money, ſlacke not the time, di- 
ſtribute to the poore, ſow your ſcede a- 
gainſt the time of harueſt, It was wont 
in times pa{t, to be the honour and re. 
nowme of the Cittye of London, to bee 
giuen to haue compaſſion yppon the 
poor : & ſpecially haue care of 2,ſforts of 
poore : the ſtranger that ſoiourneth a- 
mongeſt vs, and the poore ſcholler that 
ſpendeth himſelfe in ſtudy, 
How your compaſſion is to ſtrangers, 
I cannot ſay, my ſelfe a ſtraunger jn this 
place I hope the beſt: but vnto the ſchol 
lers of the Vniuerſities'( to whome you 
haue opened your handes wide in for- 
mer times) your beneuolence and libe- 
rality is much decreaſed, & your good 
villand charity towarde them greatlie 
abated, 
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abated . Remember I praye you your 
antient loue ynto learning, that the ho« 
nour and worſhip of this cittie mayein 
you be reuiued : And conſider I beſeech 
you, that though your gifts in all other 
ſhould periſh, yet in ſuch it is notloſtez 
for haue not you the fruits of theyr la- 
bours ? Are they not all at your come 
mandement, to come yppe from both 
the Vniuerſities, and whereſoeuer elſe 
in the whole lande, to furniſh this place 
(which is, I dare ſay) as ſufficientlyein 
this reſpe& prouided for, as any afſem- 
bly or congregation in Chriſtendome 2 
And yet verelye to ſpeake truth (beare 
with my boldneſſe I pray you) they that 
come from far to this place, with great 
labour and to their coſt, yet are little re- 
garded or thought yppon. You giue 
them the hearing, but how : Euen as F- 
Jechiell complaineth , That the people 
would come to heare, but as they were 
wont to heare a Minſtrell, or Muſitian, 
or one that could ſing well; ſo long as 
the ſong was in ſinging , they would li- 
ſen with the care; but when the ſong 
is doone, the Minſtrell may goc ſhake 


his cares, they care not from whence he 
C 3 com» 
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c6meth,nor whether he goeth,®7e. 23, 
23. Ipray youin how much better ac- 
count are the Miniſters of God intheſe 
daies: th? compariſon in deed is home- 
lie, but iudge you if I ſpeak notthe truth 
your wine vellels,and figge frailes are in 
good reckoning.and kepr ſafely vnder 
locke and key, ſolong as there is Wine 
or figs or any other pretious thingein 
them, Bur when the treaſure is drawne 
out,theempry caske is turned forth,and 
put to viler ves. 

So with many the Lordes meflengers 
are little regarded, while they are in des 
huering their meſſage , but when the 
meſſage is out of their mouth, they are 
but meanecly accounted of, But Lfollow 
this point to farre, I vpbraide not good 
Chriſtians, to whome borh the meſſage 
of peace and the bringers of it are wel- 
come : But I exhorrt all, that as they loue 
the word? of God, ſo they woulde have 
in cſtimatio thoſe ynto whom the worde 
of reconciliation is committed. 

And to the rich I doo now turne my 
ſpeech, that they would eſpectallye con- 
fider of ſuch,as are the ſeed and hope of 
learning and religion, I meane poore & 
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paineful ſtudents inthe Vniuerſities. For 
if the ſwine be not denied the husks,nor 
the dogze the crums that fall from the 
table, how much lefle ought the month 
of the Oxc to bee muſled that treadeth 
out the corne. luke, 15,16. 2arky7,28, 

If all poore ought to be releened, the 
maimed,the lame and impotent, and 0- 
ther needy folks,to whom what1s giuen 
15 to relecue them,and help their preſent 
need. Much more ought you to ſtretch 
forth your hands ynto thoſe, that do la- 
bor in the (ſtudy of religion & learning, 
heereafter to profit the Church of God, 
Shal it not in time to come be a ioy and 
retoyling of the hart,and as marroweof 
the bones to you(that feare God)when 
you ſhal ſee the Lordes worke to proſper 
and thriue through their hands ? 

The fourth general fin which we note 
out of the prophetes wordes, is wrong 
iudgement & extortion : which ſins do 
reign in publike perſons, & ſuch as bear 
office. Heer we arc todeale with 3. ſorts 
of men. Firſt the indge, then the lawyer, 


thirdly with officers, ſcribes,clerks,nota-- 


ries, &c, For by all theſe in their ſeuerall 


places & callings the people of god may. 
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be much greeued, wronged, & iniured, 
The Iudge and Magiltrate is a chiefe 
Miniſter of God,apointed for the praiſe 
of weldoers,and puniſhment of the wic- 
ked, asS. Paule ſaith, xw.13. They are 
inthe Lords place in carth , to miniſter 
iuſtice and equity vnto all: wherfore the 
ſcripture calleth them Gods, ?/al.82, 1. 
They are the pillers that holde yppe the 
earth,and keepe it as it were from ſtag- 
gering, which otherwiſe is in danger to 
bee diflolued, P/al. 75, 3. That is , the 
burthen of the common wealth reſteth 
and ſtaieth yppon their ſhoulders, They 
are therefore as nailes faſtened in a ſure 
place, vpon the which the whole waight 
of the land hangeth and dependerh, 1/as 
22,23. Theyare as the ſtrong men of 
the houſe,as the wiſe man faith the legs 
are to the bodie,Zccl. 12,3. Wherefore if 
the pillers be weakned , if the naile bee 
broken, or the ſtrong men bow them- 
ſelues,the earth, burthen, houſe and all 
falleth that leaneth ypon them.So if iud 
ges be deceitfull and corrupt,the whole 
common wealth 1s in jeopardy, | 
The iudge therefore onght not to 
aloucr of giftes, for agift blindeth the 
| cles 
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cies ofthe wiſe: and of all other, iud 
oughtro hate couetouſnes, as Hobab, 
Moyes Father in law, gaue him counſel 
to make choiſe of ſuch to iudgethe peo- 
ple, Deut.13,2x. Forthe wiſe man faith 
of a princethat harkeneth tolies , all his 
ſeruants are wicked, Pro.2 9412. 

Thatis, if the maiſter be corrupt and 
will fauour the vnrighteous cauſe, all his 
ſcruants will be corrupt to,and look for 
bribes. Auguſtine ſaith, {rtendss Viſcis 
ruum, propter quod liberas non habes pennas; 
Thou art caught with birdelime, thy 
wings are pinioned, thou canſt not flie, 
Helikeneth the recciuing of a gifte vnto 
birdlime. Another waye alſo the iudge 
'may offer wrong : namelye in deferring 
and delaieng to giue iudgement in the 
"righteous cauſe. Wherefore the wile 
man faith : if thou canſt doo thy neigh- 
bour good to day, ſay nor to him come 
to morrowe.Prou, 3,28, 

Iob alſo proteſteth of himſelfe, that 
he cauſcd nottheeies of the widdowes 
to faile, 31,16. He was aright patterne 
ofa good indge. And iranother place 
he ſaith, my talke dropped vppon them, 
and they waited for me,as for the raine. 


39,23s 
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29,23,theſentoce of the iudge to the ope 
preiked is as the comfortable rain to the 
thirſtie ground . The carth waiteth for 
the raine, but ifir come out of time,and 
not in due ſeaſon, it helpeth not, ſo is 
the ſentence of the judge, deterred and 
put off dayes and yeares, even like raine 
that commeth out of ſeaſon . Zobab 
Moentather in lawe, thoughte itroo 
much that the people ſhoulde waite for 
iudgement from morning to cuen, Ex- 
ed, 18,14. What woulde hce ſayc if hee 
were now altue,to ſce the people waite 
from monerth to moneth, from Tearme 
to Tearme,from yearcto yeare, and yet 
manye times fynde no ende of their 
ſutes. 

The Indge againe ought not to haue 
reſpeR of perſons in iudgemet,he ought 
to heare the ſmal as wel as the great,and 
notto feare the face of man,Deur.1, 17+ 
forſuch a man will tranſgres for a peece 
of bread,Preu,28,21.Thatis a fearefull 
iudge that t4deth in feare of the migh=- 
tye, and will be {wayed by authoritye, 
is made ſuche a laue to his affections, 
that the leaſt thing in the worlde will 


corrupte him, Butas the Iadge oughte 
ro 
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to behaue himſelfe vprightly in all cau- 
ſcs,& to deale equally and indifferently 
with ſmall and greate , ſo molt of all, 
Iuſtice oughte to bee executed in cauſes 
of blood, they ought neither for fauour 
nor feare,nor for any reward to ſuffera 
murtherer to eſcape vnpuniſhed, When 
ſuch an one is accuſed before them and 
is conuinced by plaine euideace, they 
ought to ſay as the Elders of Iſrael were 
woont, when a man was found ſlaine 
in the way : Our handes haue not ſhed 
his blood, neyther haue our eyes ſeene 
it, Deufrinom.21,7, For if the Tudge (hal 
ſuffer tke murtherer to eſcape, though 
hee hath not put his hands to the mur- 
ther,yer his eyes haue ſeenc it, and wine 
ked at it, for the matter is made (0 
plaine by euidence beforchim, as ifhe 
hadde ſcene it, and yet hee holdeth his 
eace, 

There is a notable place for this pur- 
poſe, 1.X1ng.20, 37. The prophet there 
being ſent to reprooue the king for let- 
ting gothe Lords enemie, the king of 
the Aramztes,ſayth vnto one,Smite me, 
and becauſe he wou lde not (mite him, 
he was ſlayne by a Lion, for heere the 
E prophet 
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prophet taketh ypon himſelfe the pers. 
ſon of a malefaRor or murtherer, Hee 
that will not ſmite ſuch an one, ſhail bee 
{ſmitten and ſlaine himſelfe. Againe, the 
Prophet diſguiſeth himſelfe and ſtoode 
in the kings way , and made as though 
he had beene a ſouldior, that had loſt a 
manztaken in battaile and giuen himto 
keepe, and ſothe man did eſcape, the 
kings ſentence was, That his life ſhould 
go for his: So,fayth the Prophet to the 
King,that becauſe hee had let go a man 
whome the Lord appointed to die, his 
life ſhould go for his. Thus then the caſe 
ſtandeth,ſolong as weare in this life we 
are in a continual warfare, there is a co- 
tinuall fighte betweene the children of 
righteouſneſſe and the wicked, The Ind- 
gesare the captains and cheefe leaders: 
when a murtherer is broughte before 
you,heis as taken in the middeſt of bat 
raile,a man whome the Lorde hath ap- 
pointed to die, take heede, let him not 
go,the ſentence is giuen, Your life ſhall 
go for his, whoſocuer letteth him eſ- 
cape,that is, God will requize it at your 

hands, | 
When Zljis was ſicke, the king of 
| | Iracll 
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Ifraell came to viſite him,to whome the 
Prophet ſayd,ſmite the ground, and he 
ſmot it thriſe,then the prophet was an- 
grie and (ayd,thon ſhouldeſt hane ſmit- 
ten fiue or fix times, ſo ſhouldeſt thou 
haue ſmitten Aram til thou hadſt who- 
ly conſumed ir, 2, K:ng, 13. 19. Thus 
muſt the enemies of God be {mitten. It 
is not ynough for to (mite a murtherer 
once twiſe or thriſe,in impriſoning him 
or otherwiſe layeng anye corporall pu- 
niſhment vypon him , But he muſt bee 
ſmitren till he be conſumed, that is, hee 
ought to die the death, blood cannot be 
purged but by blood. 

Concerning Lawyers & men of coii- 
{cll,to them 1 ſaye that they take heede 
they become not patrons and maintai- 
ners of the yniuſt and ynrighteous cauſe 
» The wiſe man ſpeaketh to wiſe men,and 
giueth counſaile to co'1nſellors, Buy the 
truth but ſell it not,Prou,23,22.that is, 
ſpareno coſt to purchaſe the truth, for 
itis more woorth than pearle or preti- 
ous ſtone : but ſell it not, bee not hired 
forany mony to forgo the truth, and to 
ſell thy counſell and helpe, to counte- 
naunce out a falſe matter againſte the 

| truth, 
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truth, for now thou ſclleſt, thou betrai- 
eſt the truth , Dooth not the prophets 
woe reach ynto ſuch. Wo ynto you that 
ſpeake good of cuil,8: cuil of g00d, that 
put bitter for ſweet, & {weet tor bitter, 
doth not the hireling at the law enen ſo 
for with his ſugred eloquence and fined 
roungyhe giueth a ſweet raſt ro the bit- 
ter & ſower,that 1s, vnrighteous cauſe, 
yea to them the prophet ſpeaketh, ſaieng 
wo vitothem that draw iniquitie with 
cords of yanitie, E/4. 5,18, for their fair 
pretenſes, their cunning gloſes, their 
g00dly circumſtance of ſpecche, and all 
to vpholde and bolſter out the vniuft 
cauſe,what are they elſe but cordes and 
ropes wherby they violently pul iniqui- 
tic ypon themſelues , I wiſhe ſuch men 
that (et their wiſdome, cloquence, con- 
ſcience and all to ſale, berimes to looke 
vnto themſelues, and not by vnlawfull 
meanes,as by defending of badde cau- 
ſes to hunt after gaync, for in the end if 
euer they haue grace to repent, it wil be 
a worme in their conſcience, Then ſhall 
they ſay vnto their Clients, Recipe quod t1- 
bi cum male a4:ſſem, mihi dedislt, e redae 
eduerſatio quod me agente male abſtuliits, 

| (Auguf) 
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(Au7uft,) Hold heere, take that agayne 
which thou gauelt mee, when I pleaded 
for thee in a falſe matter, and gocthy 
wayeg{eeke out thy aduerſarye , reltore 
ynto him that which by my means- and 
faliſeple:dingthou wrongfully tookeſk 
away from h:m. 

To officer: now,whether in temporal 
or ſpiritual! courts . I fay not, but that 
holy man T-þn Baptiſt ſayech vnto ſuch, 
Bec content with your ſtipende or wa- } 
ges, i:ke3,13, Vie not extortion,op- ; 
preſſe not the poore people of God, in- tt 


force the not to pay more than of righte 
belongeth vntoyou. And you Mailters 
tha: keepeScribes and clerks vnder you 
giue them for their labour, ſuffer them 
not to liue by the ſpoyle of others, to 
ſcrape and ger together what they can, 
doe you not heare the clamor & noyſe 4} 
of the people, how they coplain of great ' 
extortio amog officers: iudge you your 
{clues how tru: & juſt itis, $7 quz (ſayth 
Auguſtine )qui ſtipendia publice decreta con= 
ſequitur , adhuc amplius querit, tanqui ca- | 
linator CT concuſſor Theannts ſententia co- | | 
| 


demnatur, He that is not contet with the 
ſtipend by publike order alotted to him 'Y 
| but . 


but ſeeketh for more, is condemned by 
the ſentence of 7hn, as an oppreſſor & 
extortioner. Such men are fitly compa« 
red tothe fiſh of the (ea,their propertie 


is this,that if one be bur a little bigger. 


than his fellow, hee will knabble vppon 
him and conſume him by peecemeale 
then commeth a greater fiſhe than hee 
and denoureth him to,ſo it commeth to 
paſſe, Dumprado vis efſe minorts, preda es 
maiorts,\|tis the inſt iudgement of God 
ypon extortioners,that whilethey prey 
vpon their inferiors as the ſmaller fiſhe, 
they themſclues are but made a fatter 
prey to others,that are greater & migh« 
tier than they, 

Nowe hauing touched thoſe finnes 
which are worthye of reproofe in the 
Ciuile ſtate, I come tothe ecclcſiafticall, 
leaſt I ſhould be thought either to deem 
Eccleſiaſticall perſons to be faultleſle, or 
elſe partiall,in paſsing ouer their faults 
with ſilence.There is therefore a kind of 
ſpirituall ftealing and thefr, which is e- 
ven next ynto the Church , for if there 
were not,the Prophet would not haue 
ſayd of ſome, That they did ſteale away 
the word from the ——_ - 

ir 
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Firſt therefore we are to warne and ad. 
moniſh all negligent & carelefle paſtors 
to attend ypon their charge,and to feed 
the flock of Chriſt committed to them, 
for why ſhoulde they reape temporall 
things, vnles they ſow ſpirituall, why do 
they eatethe fat, and cloath themſclues 
with the wopl, 8& yet feed not the flock, 
ETJec.34,3, ifpeake vnto al, whetherthe 
vn{kilfull Paſtor that can not, the idle 
that doth nor, the carelefle that will not 
feed and inſtru&the people. Oneſayth 
very well of ſuch, 1: non frangit pane nou 
diſpenſator eft,ſed diſcipator,non ſpeculators 
ſed ſpiculator, Hee that breaketh not the 
breadoflife to the people, is not a dif- 
perſer,but a deſtroier, not a watchmar, 
but a waſter of his flocke . Doth notthe 
Propher worthily call ſuch idol-ſheep- 
heards,that as the 1dol hath cies, mouth 
ears,feet,yet neither ſceth, ſpeaketh, hea 
reth or walketh, ſo they do occupie the 
room of ſh2pheards yet feed not, of tea- 
chers,and yet teach not,and they areall 
phyſitions of no value,as Tob ſaith 14,4 
who are notable or willing to heale the 
diſeaſes of the people, and ro comforte 
them ia the day of their needs, It was 
: D decreed 
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decreed in a counſel of Lateran,an,117g 
.enen vnder the popes noſe, in the aſ. 
ſembly of ;oo Biſhops, that it ſhoulde 
not be lawfull for avy Prieſt , as they 
then called them , to haue more than 
one benefice. Pope /nnecent the 6 chaſed 
away from his court and from the Citie 
of Rome all Prelats and other Eccleſiaſti- 
call perſons thathad charges abroade, 
and ſent them home to their biſhoprikes 
and benefices, | ſaye therefore no more 
bur this, let our righreouſneſſe exceede 
the righteouſnes of the ſcribes and pha- 
rifies,as our ſauiour ſayth, Ifin time of 
Ignorance & {uperſiitio ſuch good care 
was taken,and prouiſion made for the 
church of God, let theſe lightſome daies 
of knowledge bring forth greater,or at 
the lealt the like fruits . And the rather 
paſtors and (hepheards are now to bee 
moned and ſtirred vp to looke carefully 
to their flocks,and to ſpeed them home 
to their charges becauſe there are many 
woolues gone abroad, many Ileſui:s and 
ſeminary Prieſts, as locuſts fro the bot- 
tomles pit,are ſpued forth from ghemes 
in heaps into this lande : now it is high 
time we (hold giue care to the wiſe man 
—_ 
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Now bee diligent to knowe the countes 
nance and ftatc oi che flock, aud berea- 
dy at hand to drive away the wolfe, The 
dangeris great thactis threained 2g am ſt 
idle ſhepheards r-poſcam ſanguin m cornns 
« mantb.turs, i will require their blood at 
thy hand \ETechus :l 23. And on the con-+ 
trary Gde,vni peakeable is the joye, that 
ſhal redound in theend to faithful (hep 
heards,when they ihall ſtand forth with 

boldnefle in the daye of the Lorde, and 
ſay, Ecce eov dominum C5 n«' $,qu4u05 wuhs dee 
&{1,1{aic,8,18,Bchold O Lord, here am 

I, anc the children whome thou haſt Ste 

nuen me. 

But are Miniſters, thinke you, a'l in 
failte for Church matrers that are a« 
miſſe 2 Noe 1trow not, there are others 
which are no great friends to rhe church 
I pray you wint righthanz laye men to 
the Leuics maintaynaance, toljue of the 
Tvthes which are alotted for Miniſters, 
Iſpeake not of humane lawe, by the 
which they holde them, which1s cone 
ſtravned to ſuffer many thinges for the 

reate hardneſi2 of mens hartes, and 
owas thelaweot 21 oſes , as WEE Maye 
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read Xath. r 9,8.But where find they in 
the law of god that they ought to deale 
with ſpirituall liuings, nay we finde the 
contrary,for between the miniſters and 
people there is a mutuall exchaunge, a 
matter of giuing & receiuing, hz. 4.1 5, 
They giue ſpirituall thinges and recciue 
temporal: none therefore hath right to 
chalenge the:r teporall thinges, but they 
which diſtribute amongſt them ſpiritu- 
all, 4gu#tine ſaith that tithes and other 
ſpiritual maintainaunce isdue vnto the 
church, Qua/# debitum fiſco reddendum, As 
ſubſidies & taxes of the ſubieRs are due 
to the exchequer, s non haberet rempubli. 
cam Chriſtus non haberet fiſcis (uum, Chriſt 
hath his commonwealth, & Chriſt hath 
his exchequer, which are the reuenues 
of the church, it is no more lawfull for 
any man to withhold the due from the 
Church treaſury,than for the ſubie& to 
keepe backe any thing from the princes 
exchequer. In king #enry the third his 
daies there was ſute made by the Bt- 
ſhops of this land to haue impropriate 
benefices that were annexed to Abbies 
1d priorics,and other houſes of popiſh 
igion to beereſtored to the C _ 

| they 
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they madea great peece of money and 
ſent ypto Rome about it, but as neuer a» 
ny good thing lightly proceeded from 
that Antichriſtian ſea, ſo they were fru- 
ſtrate of their purpoſe & preuayled not. 
Which godly motion of theirs if ithad 
then gone forward and taken place, it 
had bene happie with the Church of 
England at this day, 

But ſhall I tell you of a worſe ſorte of 
Church theeues and churchrobbers tha 
any I haue yet ſpoken of, they are theſe 
greedie & deuouring cormorants, COr- 
rupt and couetous patrons, who make 
ſale of Church liuinges, and by cunning 
fleights and deuiſes ſpoyle and rob,and 
make hauocke of the Church, theſe fret- 
ting Cankers and Caterpillers of ſpiri- 
tuall livinges (if they migat haue their 
will) woulde bring it aboute , as they 
haue alreadie in ſome places, that Mi- 
niſters ſhould ſerue as the poore Leuite 
did in 47:cah his houſe , for meate and 
drinke and a (ute of apparell,and a fewe 
lickles of Siluer beſide, Inudzes, 17,10, 
And they would gladlye ſee ys in that 
caſe that Zlie his houſe was, to bow our 
ſclucs for a peece of Siluer, and for a 
D3 mores 
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morſeil of bread, r.Samuel. 2,36. Who 
if they will needs liue of the aultar, they 
m1ght be content to bee at our allow- 
ance,as Daurdreccyued ſheaw bread:: at 
Achimeleks hande , But it is too too 
much that thzy ſhould be their own car 
uers,and be fir{! ſcrued : Like as in =ly 
his rime. the Prief{ts boy wou!d come & 
thruſt in his three tined fleihhooke into 
the cauliron , and whatloeuer came vp 
was their owne, 2.Sam.2, i :.<So now do 
theſe tcllowes deale with the miniſters 
ot rhe gofpell,with ther threerined fleſh 
hooke they will take three parts of rhe 
liuing tothemſelues, and what remay- 
neth the poore miniſters ſhal haue. And 
thus by their ccrrupte dealinges they 
cauſe others to make ſhipwrack of their 
conſcience, and they themſclues are in 
the high way to deſtructio, who are the 
cauſe that many people for want of ſuf- 
ficient teachers, periſh in their ignorace. 

Thus haue we deluwered vnto you the 
Prophets meaning , concerning ſuche 
ſinnes and tranſgreſsionsas are commit 
ted againſt our bretheren,which are c0- 
prehended ynder the generall finne of 
ſitealing.Noy it followeth,that bkewiſe 
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we ſhould declare what the Prophet vn« 
derſtaadeth by falſe ſwearing, whereby 
ſuch ſinnes are deciphered as offende a« 
gain(t che Maieſtic of God, and wherby 
his name is diſhonorcd. Firlt of all, falſe 
ſwearing is condemned,which is of twa 
ſorts,cither thar which 1s committed in 
comon or ordinary talke, or that which 
falleth out in publike indgement, which 
we call periury:the former of theſe two 
1s a linne vicd now adaies very commOo- 
ly, yea men are growne ynto ſuch a cu- 
ſtome in ſwearing , that manye times 
oathes breake from them, & they know 
not whether they haue ſworne or not 2 
and they haue ſuch a delight init, that 
they take it to bee an ornamente and 
beauty::eng of their ſpeeche to powder 
it with oathes, yea daylye newe oathes 
are inuented, and ſo fooliſhe and ridi- 
culous, that for ſhameI cannot name 
them , And thus the name of God is 
prophaned,and he is robbed of his ho= 
nour, for whereas it is a peculiar parte 
of Gods worſhip to ſweare by his holy 
name , they, in ſwearing by creatures, 
by Saints,nay by Idols, as by the Maſle, 


by the Roode, and ſuch lyke , they 
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doe giuethe honor due vnto God vnto 
others,and ſo commit idolatric,they al- 
ſo wiltully tranſgreſſe the commaunde- 
ment of our Sauiour Chiiſt, who ſayrh, 
Sweare not at all,but let your commu- 
nication bee yea,yea,nay, nay, Math.s, 
37,not hereby abridging Chriſtians of 
the lawfull vſe of an oth before the ma-« 
giſtrate, andin other waightie cauſes, 
but giuing the rules for the brideling of 
our toong in common talke, 

The Wiſe man ſayth, that in the mul- 
titude of wordes there can not wante 
1niquitie, Proyerb,10, 19, Howe greate 
then is the ſinne which is committed in 
the multitude of othes, Itisa ſport ro 
afooleto doe cuill,verſe23. This is e- 
ven the higheſt ſteppe of iniquitie,for a 
man to reioice in euill dooing . AndI 
am afrayde theſe blaſphemers are come 
toit, that thinkethem the iolyeſt fel- 
lowes in their companyzgthat can ſwear 
out moſt luſtily, The Leopardsſkinne 
15not fuller of ſpottes , Jeremie 1 3, 233 
than their 10ung is full of lyes, their 
mouth full of othes, The thorns do not 
cracke faſter vnder thepotte, than they 
break forth into oaths & blaſphemies, 
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Fccle.7,3. They are alwaies foming out 
their owne ſhame. 7«de,13 . For from 
the aboundance of the heart the mouth 
ſpeaketh :their vnſcemely and ynchriſti- 
antalke it is but 7Tanquam ſpuma cordis, 
the froath and fome ot a prophane hart, 
And verely this vngodly cuſtome pf (we 
ring, is ſo much the more intollerable, 
aSitis far eaſter then many other ſinnes 
to be left, Non opus oft pecunia Ve! ſudere, 
ſaieth Cariſoltome, it asketh no great 
colt, labour, or {weat, to be weaned fro 
this finne , Watch ouer thy ſelfe ſaith 
he, and deſire thy friendes to obſerue 
them : Zac meditatione te exerceas vel qua 
draginta dies, Be thou but thus occupied 
forty daies,thy fin will leaue thee. 
Augultine faith, Nvwnquid non ego fre- 
tres con(ueueram quotidte turare:yeal know 
brethren,thatit was my daily praciſero 
ſweare : But after I vnderſtoode howe 
grecuousa finneit was, Icalled yppon 
God,and laboured againſt it, Nunc nihil 
mh facilius, quam non turare , nowe nO- 
thing is morecaſie ynto me thennot to 
ſweare. Wherefore ſeeing with ſo ſmall 
labour, and in ſoſhort time, with faithful 
praier and godly indeuour , this finne 
5 may 
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may be ouercome, they -are ſure moſte 
careleſſe and retchlefle men, that chooſe 
rather {til tocotinue in their wickednes, 
The other kind of talſeſwering is by 
periurie, when men are not afra:de to 
take a faiſe oth, and to call God to be a 
witneſl to an vntruth, A horible ſinve, 
nay many ſinnes in one ſm. Fore per+ 
;urzd perſon is an iafidel in his hart,and 
ſaith ro himſclſe that there is nc God 4 

for certainly if he were ſo perſwaded of 
the denine power, whoe knoweth the 
hart,and is able to be aucnged of ſin- 
ners,he would neuer bee ſo hardye and 
deſperate,as in an vntruth to appeale to 
God, He is aiſo a murtherer, for by his 
oath his brother receiuerth hurt, as if he 
had wounded him bodilye. And there- 
fore by Moſes law, the falſe witneſle dyd 
indurethe ſame punil:meat, which by 
his falſe oath was caſt vpon his brother. 
Ancie foran eie, a tooth for a tooth, life 
for life, Dexu,19,2 1. If his neighbor were 
adiucgedro loſe an eie,a tooth, or lyfe, 
by his lieng evidence , hewas to ſuſtain 
the ſame loſſe and damage himſelfe, as 
if with his owne hand he had pulled out 
his neighbours cie or toothgor taken a». 
way 
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way his life. There is a generation whog 
toonges are as{wordes , their iawesas 
kniges.Pro. 30,14. This is the generati- 
on of wicked periured perſons, the poi- 
ſon »f Aſpes 1s vnder their lips. Rom.3,13 
Th-ir bl:{phemous roonge {tingerhta 
dzath,as the verenous ſting ot ſerpers, 
Miizrzble men, which do willinglye fall 
into the ſaares ot rhe Niucll, out of the 
which tewe of them can vntoldethem, 
Nay their conſcience is defiled & pollu- 
ted, Men more {enſeles and prophane 
then the diacll himſelte, tor they trem= 
ble & ſtand in awe. [/a9.2,19. But theſe 
men haue no feare of God,but are ciean 
void of ynderltanding Their word ſhal 
fret asa canker. 2.71m,2,17, theyr falſe 
oath {hal be a bane to their {oule, & like 
the bitter water which the adulcerous 
woman vſ24 to drinke that cauſed her 
belly to ſwel,2nd her thigh to rot, um, 
6, Fuen forh:s iniquity which hee hath 
drunke as water, ſhall bee as a gnawing 
worm vpon his conſcience, and as a fire 
in his bones, Whertore repent this euil 
ye abhominable perturers, and beware 
of this ſinne, !ealt you fall into ir,all you 
that louc your owne ſouls, | 
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Beſides theſe falſe ſyearers, which pro 
perly offend in ſwearing vainly & falſely, 
There are other alſo which in a more 
large and generall ſenſe doo failc in the 
worſhip of God,and ſo may be reckned 
in the ſame number offalſe wearers : & 
they are likewiſe of twoe ſortes : eyther 
ſuche as are corrupt in the wdgement 
of religion,orelſe they which profes the 
Goſpell, but denye the power thereof, 
who honour God with their lippes and 
outward profeſſion, and diſhonour him 
in their life, 

In the firſt place we muſt deale againſt 
heretikes and {chiſmatikes, that do tro- 
bleour Church. In the next againſte hy- 
pocrites, which cauſe the Goſpellto bee 
euill ſpoken of by their euill life, and all 
theſe are truely ſaid to ſiyeare falſclye by 
the name of God, 

Firſt they which faile in judgment of 
religion, and ſowe the ſeede of corrupt 
do&rine, are the chiefe troublers and 
diſquicters of our Church, the Papiltes 
and Romiſhe Catholikes. There is alſo 
another ſe&, that haue made a great 
rent in our Church, and they are com- 


-. monlycalled Browniſts, Both of theſe 
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doo agrec in diſturbing our peace, and ' 


in many opinions they come very neere 
togither, and are almoſte cooſine ger» 
mans. They both are recuſants, and re- 
fuſe to come to our Churches and con- 
gregations, and to heare diuine ſeruice, 
They both aftirme, that we haue no ſa- 
craments, no true Miniſters, and conſe- 
quently no Church, though vpon diuers 
gyrus : They do not {find vpon the 

ame premiſes, yet they bring foorth the 
ſame concluſion, What ſhall wethinke 
of theſe men ? Trulyetheir caſe is more 
daungerous then they are aware of, For 
one ſaith truely, Non porcſt deumbabere p- 
trem, qui eccleſiam non habet matrem, Hee 
cannot haue God his father who deny- 
eth the Churth to be his mother. 

But I doo make a difference betweene 
theſetwo lorts. For the one, that is the 
Papiſt, ſwarueth on the left hand, the 0- 
ther on the right: their tranſgreſſion is 
in fowle idoltrie and ſuperſtition, theſe 
offend through a prepoſterous and raſh 
diſordered zeale. They are deuided fro 
vs inthe very ſubſtance of religion, and 
materiall.points of faith. Theſe mcnne 
doo vary from ys, cheefly in matters of 
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circumſtance, and the external rites and 
orders of the Church . They, ſome of 
them haue brevght foorth ſower & vn. 
godly frnit of a bitter roote : they haue 
failen into open rebellion , committed 
treaſon in the higheſt degree , and con-+ 
ſpiredthe death of our Soueraign (whos 
life God ot his mercy long preſeruc)rhe 
other as yet haue nor proceeded ſo far, 
and 1 truſt they will not. and [ pray god, 
they do not. To conclude, they are ma- 
niteſt and convict Heretiks,rheſe as yet 
we will vouchſafe the name of ſchiſma- 
tikes, Butlet them take heede berime, 
for if they continue obſtinate, their ſchi- 
ſme will bechanged into hereſie, 3s Au- 
guſtne ſaid of the Donatiſts, Schiſmat- 
c45 es {arrilega diſceſſione, hereticus ſacriles 
o degmate, Thou arta {chiſmarike, be- 
cauſc of thy ſacrilegious departure fro 
the Church, thou art an heretike,for thy 
facrilegicus opinions. which thou hol- 
deſt, Firſt as touching our heretikes and 
Popiſh Catholikes, they arethe briers 
and thornes, which the prophet 21:cah 
ſpeaketh of.7,4. The beſt ofthem 1s a 
brier,and as athorn in a hedge, For they 
areas pricks in our cies, and goades in 
our 
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our ſides. VVe nouriſh them amonoeſt 
vs,cuen 2s fire in our boſom, as the wiſe 
man ſaith. Pre.6,27, And hitly may they 

be reſem"led ro cockatrice egges, if a 
man eare of rheir egs(faith rhe prophet) 
he dieth,and that which is trode yppon 
breaketh out into a ſerpent, 1/ar.59,5. 

So if a man be inteted with their here- 
fie and ralt 0*their dclicares.and drinke 
of the whore of Babilons poiſoned cup, 

itis death vnto him, hec deftroicth his 
owne ſoule. Azaine if their dooings bee 
ſifred, their practiſes ſounded, in manye 
of them you ſhal find, conſpiracies, dif- 
loyalty, and rebellion ; as do but treade 
on rhe cockatriſe eg,out flieth a ſerpent. 

Theſe are the gretcſt enimies that the 
Church of God either now hath or cucr 
had. Sometime the church was perſccu- 
ted by cruel tyrants, ſometime yexed 8 
mole{ted of Heretikes : Twunc leo fuit, as 
Auſtin ſaith Cum aperte ſeueba r modo C745 
eo eſt,c:m occul einſideatur . Then the Dy» 
vel raged asa Lion,when lice raiſed per- 
ſecurio againſt the church, another time 
he plaicth the wilye ſerpent,and privilie 
lieth in waite , Burt theſc enimies of the 
church,haue both waies vexed the peo- 
ple of 
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of God, both by laieng waſt the ſanQu- 
aryeof GOD, by their barbarous and 
cruel] perſecutions, as alſo in defiling it 
with fiithy idolatry and hereſie, 

So that both wates now they proue 
the Church as cruell perſecutors, Fx- 
ercent patientiam eccleſie, They doo exer- 
cilz where they may, the patience of the 
Churche, and as egregious FHeretikes, 
Exercent ſapien fam eccleſie, They doo try 
the wiſdome of the Church, 

Now to leaue theſe men, whoſe con- 
uerſion molt of all we deſire, it that can 
not bce had,our next wiſheis, that they 
were from amongſt vs:thar as their hart 
15atRome, ſo they alſo were with theyr 
Pope holy father there. But if this nei- 
ther cannot bee obtained : our laſte ſute 
and requeſt is this, That ſceing we can- 
not berid of them, they might be ſerued 
as the Gebeonites were in 1ſracll. 79ſus, 
9,27.They were made hewers of wood, 
and drawers of water . So it werenot 
ſafe that theſe our home bred enemyes 
ſhonld beare any office in Iſraell, to bee 
gouernours of the Lordes pzople, but 
let them liue as priuate men, and ſerue 

in baſcr places as the Gibeonites: - 
E Which 
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which thing(I truſt) our wiſe and godly 
magiſtrates will haue an eſpeciall care 
and regard ynto, 0 
Now to come ynto the ſchiſmaticks 
of our church. We may ſay to them, nay 
the Church of Englandethus ſpeakethi 
vnto them, as the wiſe woman to hir 
ſonne,Prou.z 1,1,What my ſonne, what 
the ſonne of my wombe, and what O 
ſonne of my deſires, O let them not riſe 
vp againſt their mother that bare them 
and gaue them ſucke . Hath not the 
Church of Englande bread them and 
brought them vp ? that knowledge vn» 
derſtanding and fayth that they haue, 
had they it not by our miniſterie, haue 
not the ſpirituall fathers and paſtors of 
our Church begotten them vnto God, 
if they be the Lords 2 What an vnnatu+ 
rall part then is it in them to curſe their 
owne mother, and to ſpeake euill of hir 
that bare the, What though the church 
of England be blacke, the hath hir infir- 
mities, will they therefore make hir a 
keeper of vines,Canric.1,5 that is,clean 
thruſt hit out of dores,andſay ſhee is no 
Churche, nor giue-hir aay place in the 
houſe of God. Burt this is moſt _— 
E CA 
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dealing, that the ſonnes of her mother; 
children ofthe ſamefaith, ſhould offer 
this bard meſure vnto hirzwe would nor 
haue them to ijuſtifie thinges that are a- 
mis in the Church,as Adam with leaues 
hid his nakedneſle , neither ought they 
with curſſed Cham. to lay open the infir- 
mities of of their parers. They would be 
builders of Gods houſe, and ſo are we, 
let vs build together,not with ſtrife and 
confuſhon of tonngs,as the tower of 34- 
bel was built, butin peace & loue, as $4< 
lomonstemple was raiſed vp, the noiſe of 
ahammer was not hearde in the houſe, 
their ſtones andtimber were ſquared in 
the mountaines, as the wiſe man giueth 
aduiſe,Prepare thy works abroad in the 


fields,and then build thy houſe,Pro.24 | 


27.S0 our hammering & hewing worke 


oughtto be without : our hammers and | 
axcs ſhould be rurned to beat down po- | 


perie,and hew off al groſſe ſuperſtition: 
weought.not one to hew at another: ſe. 
ing we profeſſe the ſame fayth, and pre- 
end the building of the Lordes houſe, 
we ſhould build togither in vnitie, con- 
cord & peace:otherwiſe vnder colour & 
pretenſc of building, we pull down and 
WP: : deſtroy 
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deſtroy the houſe of God: heare whatan 
auntient Father ſaith, Yen? perſecutor,co* 
non fregt crure Chriſti, ver Donatus, 
dirupis eccleſiam Chriitt , interrum corpus 
C hriſti manet inter manus perſecutori z Fe 
The tormentor came and brake not the 
legs of Ieſus, Donatus the {ciſmaticke 
came & brake the peace of the Church, 
the body of Chriſt remained ſound and 
whole in the hands of perſecutors, and 
the body of the churche is rentaſunder 
among chriſtians, Let our Engliſh Do- 
natiſts take heed therefore betime, they 
haue a great accountto make ynto god, 
in making ſuch breaches in the church. 
Thus hauing ſpent ſome timein dealing 
againſt our heretiks and ſciſmatikes, we 
muſt alſo in few words admonitſh the hi- 
pocri:s & diſſembling profeſſors of the 
goſpell, who outwardly beare the name 
of Chriſtians, but their liues arenothing 
reformed.garniſhed with a goodly.ſhew 
of chriſtianity withourt,as ſepalkers are 
outwardly bsautiful, but inwardly their 
life is full of corruption & filthineſſe, of 
oppr:({sion, couctouſneſlſe, adulteries, 
prophaning of the Sabaoth,cotempt of 
gods word,intollcrable pride, with ſuch 
I Ro "like 
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like abhominations , What is nowe be. 
come of the life and true profeſsion of 
Chriſtians, Chrilt ſayth, Let your lighte 
ſhine before men,& a cadle muſt be put 
on a candleſticke, not whelmed vnder a 
buſhell, Afatr,5. A good profeſsion is as 
the candle, but an euill life is as a buſhel 
that ouerwhelmeth ir that it canot ſhine 
fort\, The Iſraclits were commanded to 
maketheir garmets with fringes on the 
ſkirts in remembt ance of the comman- 
demets,Nw.15; 39.1 ſceencry man hath 
ſhaped him an Iſraclitiſh garment, they 
would be called Chriſtians, but where 
are your fringes,where is your obediece 
to the commandements of God. Chri- 
ſtians in theſe dates may be compared to 
veſſels full of wine, but they want a vent 
Teb,32,19.S0 men are now full of know- 
ledge and learning , butthe vent of a 
good life is wanting , the veſſelsarein 
danger of burſting,if they haue no vet: 
ſo knowledge puffeth vp, if it be not ve- 
ted by lowe . There is now a famine of 
good workes, like as in Teremre his time, 
when the Nobles ſent their ſeruauntes 
with their pitchers to the fountains and 
welles for water, they returned _— 

| an 


— 


at Paules Croſſe 
and were aſhamed, 7ere.,14, 3,Sonowe a- 
daies many that ſhould be tountaines & 
welſpringes of good life & examples to 
others are dried vp: if a man ſeek for the 
water of life at their hands, hee ſhall re- 
turne with an emprie pitcher , hee ſhall 
findeno ſuch thing there, Chriſt nowe 
thirſteth againe,as once he did vpon the 
Croſle, for the good fruits and holy lite 
of Chriſtians. But we are all become ay 
the ſummer gatherings , My ſ{oule deſi» 
red the firſt ripe fruits,ſaith the Prophet 
in the name of God, and there was not 
acluſter to eat, Mic.h,7,1, He ſayth the 
Lord hungreth and thirſteth,and logeth 
after the obedience and holy life of his 
ſeruants,but whatis it, eucn as ſummer 
fruit, ſoone ripe,ſoone rotten, But yet I 
praye youlet ys remember the ende of 
fruitles trees, They that bring not forth 
good fruit, ſhal be hewen downe & caſt 
into the fire, at,z.Wherfore as. Paub 
ſayth,let vs al couet the beſt gifts, know- 
ledge is good, but louc 15 better ; to be= 
lecue aright dooth helpe,buttoliue wel 
1s more acceptable : to offer the calues 
of our lippes is a free gift, but a contrite 
hart is the r= 51,17, and 
3 ro 
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. Aſermon preached 
to gue our bodies aliuing and accepta- 
ble ſacrifice > holy and acceptable vnto 
Ged,is the reaſonable icruing and true 
worſhip of God, Rom,12,1. 

There remaineth now, having ſpoken 
of the finnes which the Prophet cryeth 
-out againſt, rhat we ſhould alſo declare 

the judgment denounced againſt them: 
which1sdouble, both vpon the ſinners 
.and tranſgreflors themſclues, and vpon 
their ſubſtance ; firſt, for their perſons, 
it is{ayde, They ſhall be cut off (all that 
ſeale,and ſweare falſly)on thus ſide and 
on thart,ypon cuery hande. All Theeues 
ſhall be cut off as Achen was,Jo/hua 7, 1- 
All couetous perſons, as the rich man, 
Iunke 12,20, This night ſhall thy ſoule 
be taken from thee. All corrupt Iudges 
ſhal be cut off as Shebuah,T/ar,22,18.1dle 
ſheapheards ſhall be cut off, three taken 
away in one moneth, Zachar, 11,8. All 
blaiphemers ſhall be puniſhed as the E- 
giptian was ſtoned to death, Zeue.24,10 
All falſe witneſſes ſhal bee recompenſed 
according to their deſerts, as they that 
accuſed Danrel,6, 2 4. Heretiks and 1do- 
laters ſhall be ſlaine, their owne parents 
ſhall thruſt them through, Zachar-1 3,3, 
'S Schiſmas 
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at Paules Croſſe. 
Schiſmatiks ſhall not eſcape ynpuniſheds 
as Coran, Dathan,8 Abiram,as they made | 
a (chiſme and rent in Iſraell,ſo the earth 
was rent and diuided to ſwallowe them F 
vp,Nwn, 16 All hypocrits and falſe har= 
ted and diſſembling Chriſtians maye be 
warned alſo by the teareful examples of 
Anantas & Saphyra AQ, 5. whofor their 
hypocriſie were flayne by the mouth of 
| Peter, 

| But what if the indgemente of God 
doth not preſently fal vpon ſinners, be- 
ing for a while differred , yet haue they 
no cauſe to reioile & trinmph,as though 
the ſtorme were ouerpaſt, and that their 
ſinnesare forgotten, forthe longer the 
Lord ſtayeth before he puniſheth, the 
more greeuous is the puniſhment when | 
it commeth,for the Lord is ſaid to make 1 
ſome ſtaye but vnrtill hee haue whet his i 
ſwoord, ?/al,7, 12. and pur on his ar- 
mor, his helmer and habergion, and | 
cloke of reuenge,I/ai,59, 17. That like 

as a man prepared to battaile, dooth aſ- 
fayle his enemies more {tronglye : cuen | 
ſo the wrath of God the longer ir is in 
kindling , the more fierſely it burneth 
whea itbreaketh foorth, wo 
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A Sermon preached 

' The iudgement of God (asthe texte 
ſaith) ſhall enter into the houſe, it ſhall 
ſearch euery corner, the wicked cannot 
be hid from his (ight : It ſhall creepe in 
at the windowes, 1vel,2, g, Like as the 
frogs could not bee kepte, no not out of 
Pharao his bed chamber, nor from the 
couch where he lay.Exod.8, 3. So there 
js no place ſo ſecret, but the iudgement 
of God ſhall enter into it, The Lorde 
ſhal ſearch out the wicked with a candle, 
Jephan. 1,12. That is (hall moſt narrow- 
lye ſecke them out, ſo that they cannot 
poſlibly eſcape his hands. 

And when the iudgement of God 1s 
entred, it ſhall remaine in their houſe, 
like as the leproſie, if it had once taken 
hold of an houſe, it would ncuer goe a- 
way : Neither ſcraping of the walles,nor 
pulling ont of the ſtones woulde ſerue, 
till houſe and all were beaten downe & 
deſtroied. Zenrt.14,45. Solooke where 
the iudgement of God lighteth vpon a- 
ny houſe or ſtocke, the Lord will contt- 
nually afli& that houſe, the father,' the 
children, the childrens children, tillhee 
haue conſumed them , if they continue 
inthe diſobedience and - mar" of 
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at Panles Croſſe. 

their forefathers. The curſſe of God ſhal 
enter into-their bowels like water and 
oile into their bones: It ſhal be as a gar- 
ment vnto them, and as a girdle to their 
loynes. ?{al, 109,19. Thar is,it ſhall ne- 
uer depart from their houſe, Their pu- 
niſhment (hall be as blew woundes, and 
ſtripes that go downe into the bowels. 
The Lord ſhall ſtrike home , the markes. 
and ſpots of his {tripes , ſhall for eucr be 
ſcene in their {tocke, as blewe woundes 
are in the fleſhe . And this ſhall bee the 
iudgement of their perſons. 

They alſo ſhall be puniſhed and afflic- 
ted in their ſubſtance, whatſocuer they 
haue ſcraped togither, by frawde, vio- 
lence,oppreſſion,and extortion,'tal not 
proſper in their hands : the iudgement 
of God as aconſuming fire, ſhall con- 
ſume all the houſe, the timber, & ſtones 
thereof, as the Prophet ſaith : That like 
asin a raging fire, there is neither ſticke 
nar ſtone left, ſo ſhall the ſubſtance of 
yngodly men come to nothing : So the 
wiſe man faith, :that the deceitfull man 
ſhall not roft that which he gorin hun- 
ting.Pre.12,27.He ſhall not enioy that 


long, which is craftily purchaſed, Theyr 


money 


A ſermon preached 

money ſhall be put 2s into a bottomleſſe 
bagge.Zagge,1,6, Thoughthey ſhoulde 
build them a neaſt as in arocke, 7/a:.22, 
I6, yet ſhall they be as a tottering wall. 
Pſal-62,2, Though they build chem hou 
ſes,and call them by their names,P/a,49 
I1, yet ſhall they come to ruine and de- 
ſolation : Nettles and thiſtles ſhall grow 
in their pallaces : Owles, ſerpentes, and 
dragons ſhall dwell in their pleaſant plas 
CES Tſar.1 3,20. Loc this ſhall be the por- 
tion of the wicked. Burt as for the righ- 
teous, hee ſhall growe as the Lille, and 
_ faſten his rootes as the trees of Libanon 
Hoſy.14,6. and he ſhall be as the ſunne 
when he ariſcth in his ſtrength and bew- 
tie, /udges.5,31. 

Butnow if men would be warie and 
wiſe, they may learne howe to preuent 
and auoid the wrath and diſpleaſure of 
God, and ſheilde both themſclues and 
their fubſtance from the daye of yen- 
geance. Firſt let them make them frends 
of the vnrighteous Mammon, letthem 
diſtribute ynto the neceſlitye of theyr 
brethren. If they will haue their houſes 
to continue, they muſt laie the founda- 
tion in the ſeruice and feare of God ; as 

it 
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it is ſaid that the midwines in Iſrael fea- 
red God, and therefore the Lorde built 
thera houſes, gane rhem a name in I{- 
racll. Zxod.1,21., Thefeare of God,and 
true religion, is that rocke that we muſt 
builde vpon, 2 atthew,7,2 4, Terrens 4di- 
ficatua 4 terra mcpit, caleftts inflruftto a ſu- 
pernoc eſcat exordin2 A ſpirituall building 
(ſaith Augaſtine)mult be built clean co- 
trary to an earthly, For 1n earthly buil- 
dings, the foundation 1s laid below, but 
the toundation of our heaucnlie houſe 
mutt be laide tn heauen, Let riche men 
followe $-lomons order : Firſt build God 
an houſe , and then builde for them- 
(clues, 
Let them not bnilde as couetous and 
ouer greedy minded men, in deſolate 8 
ſolitary places, and out of the way.Job.z, 
14. But as Iobs houſe ſtood in the way, 
and was as an Inne for the poore tra-* 
velling and waifaring manne. 1ob.3,14. 
Thus an houſe erected and builded in 
righteouſneſle, and founded in the feare 
of God , ſhallſtande andendure manie 
28eS. 

Let ys heare alſo a remedie for our 
—_ howe the Lordes wrath may bee 
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appeaſed towardes vs. Truelye repen- 
tance is the onelye remedye for ſinners, 
wee muſte meete the Lorde our GOD 
in the way, Amos.4,12, AS Abigail did. 
1.S$4a1,25. ſhe metDauid in the w aye, if 
ſhe had waited Dauid at home,they had 
beene all put to the ſword. So the Pro- 
phet moueth vs to go foorth and meete 
the Lorde by repentance , before the 
{word be vypon vs. 
Let ys dooas Iacob did, who ſenta pre- 
ſent and gift before to his brother : for 
as the wiſe man ſaith, amans gift inlar- 
gcth his ſteppes,and leadeth him before 
great men. Pro.18, 16, Solct ys preſent 
the Lord, with contritehartes, humble 
and ſorrowfull ſpirits, bring forth wor- 
thy frutes of repentance, which are the 
moſt acceptable gifts vnto God, As A- 
ron tooke a cenſor and cenſed before 
the Lorde, and ſo ſtaied the plague. 
XNum.16,48. Solet vs ſenſe yppe vnto 
God the ſighes and groninges of our 
harts. 

The Gibeonites puniſhment was to 
draw water forthe temple, God requi- 
reth noother puniſhment of ys, but to 


draw water before him, that is to weepe 
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aboundantly for our ſinnes, as the Iſra- 
clites in Samuels time are ſaid ro drawe 
water before God, 1.Sam.7,5. 

Laſtly,cither we muſt indge our (clues 
or<lſe the Lord will indge vs, 1.Cor, 11, 
31. Auguſtine ſaith, Peccatum punendum 
eft aut a te,aut 4 deo, F Fpunitur & te func pre 
n1:tur ſine tes vero a te non punitur, tecum 
pruntetur : Sinne mult needs be puniſhed 
cither of thy ſelfe, or of God: It by thy 
ſelfe, then ſhall it bee puniſhed without 
thee : if of God, then thou and thy fin 
ſhail be puniſhed togither. Whertfore let 
vs returne vnto God by true repentance 
let vs indge and condemne our ſclues 
that we be not indged of God, 

Let euery man leaue his wicked waies, 
and depart from iniquitye : the theefe 
from ſtealing, the crafty man from de- 
ceiuing,the conetous man from opprel« 
ion, the judge from corruption in iudg 
ment, the Lawyer from dealing vnfaith= 
fully, the officer from- extortion : the is 
dle paſtor, from his carelefſe and finfull 
life : corrupt patrones from Churchrob 
bing : blaſphemers from ſwearing: per- 
zured perſons from forſwearing: papiſts 
from Idolatry and ſuperſtition :Schil- 
MaA- 
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matikes from contention : Hyppocrites 
fro diflimulation,Thus if cuery man ſhal 
turne from his wicked waies, and do the 
thing thatislawfull and right : the Lord 
will returne ynto vs, he will fauourablye 
looke vpon ys and bleſſe ys, he will bee 
our God, and we ſhall be his people: his 
bleſling hallbee vppon vs and our chil- 
Cren for cuer: we ſhal haue our deſire 0+ 
ver our enimies, and ſhall ſee Ieruſalem 
in proſperity all ourlifelong : and at the 
length,when we haue walked thorough 
the -defart, the barren and vnfruicful wil- 
dernes of this world, the lord ſhal bring 
vs vnder the leading of our Ca ptaine Te- 
ſus Chriſt into the promiſcd lande, the 
Celeſtiall Canaan,and heauenlye Ieruſa- 
lem : vntothe which bleſled citate the 
Lord graiit we may atlength attain tho 
rough leſus Chriſt, whoc hath bought ic 
for vs, not with gold or (ilcer, but with 
bis own pretious bloud : to whom with, 
God the Father, and God the holy 
ghoſt,three perſons and one cucrliuing, 
immortall,and only wiſc God , bee alt 
praiſe, honor, and glory, chorough the 
Church forcuer. ., - 
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